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CHK  STOW  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Chepstow,  Mon, 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Chepstow. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  District  for  the  year 
ended  31s  t December,  1954. 

The  health  of  the  district  was 
satisfactory.  There  were  no  notifications  of  diphtheria  or 
poliomyelitis . 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  Mr.  Whittingham  and  Mr.  Powell  for  their  help  and 
cooperation  during  the  past  year. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

!j.  IT . DOWELL . 


2. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  42,459 

Population. 

Estimated  mid-year  population  10,440 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  3? 229 

Rateable  Value  £41,313 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £169.  7S«  3d-* 


EXTRACTS  PROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

Mai e Female  Total 

Legitimate  91  76  167 

Illegitimate  41  9 

In  1932  the  total  live  births  were  177  and  in  1933  they 
were  158. 

Still  Births 

Male 

Legitimate  2 

In  193°  there  were  9 still  births. 

INFaNT  mortality 
Ilal  e 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  1 year  of  age 

Legitimate  3 

In  1932  there  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

The  following  gives  a list  of  infant  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  giving  age  at  and  cause  of  death  »- 


Fema 1 e Total 

2 4 


female  Total 


la.  Meningitis 

1 1 . Wh 0 op i ng  C ough 

II. 2.  Congenital  Mental 

Deficiency  and  Blindness 


(1)  Female  - 11  months 


(2) 

Female 

- 4 days 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  due  to  ^ 

congenital  aneurysm  at  base 
of  brain. 

(3) 

Male 

- 2 months 

Shock  following  disturbance 
of  enlarged  thymus  gland. 

(4) 

Female 

- 3 weeks 

Asphyxia  due  to  lying  on  face 
on  being  covered  by  bed  clothes. 

(5) 

Male 

- 3 weeks 

I.  a.  Hydrocephalus 
b.  Spina  Bifida. 

II.  Bilateral  talipes 
equi no -varus . 

DEaTHS 


ITales  Females  Total 

Deaths  58  34  112 

There  were  112  deaths  in  1953?  but  there  were  64  male  deaths 
and  48  female.  There  were  2 deaths  attributed  to  neoplasm  of 
lung  and  13  to  Coronary  disease.  Of  the  total  deaths  6l  were 
70  years  or  over  at  the  time  of  death,  this  is  3 more  than  in 

1953. 

Table  I gives  a classification  of  the  causes  of  death  and  the 
number  attributed  to  each  cause. 


GSHERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Diphtheria . 


Ho  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  cases  in  1953* 
Immunisation . 


Of  the  children  born  in  the  years  1953?  1952?  1951  and  1950? 
at  the  end  of  the  year  69?  81?  57  ail(l  75  were  immunised.  At  the 
end  of  1953?  the  number  immunised  for  these  years  was  9?  625  5& 
and  73.  In  1953  the  total  number  of  live  births  was  158  and  in 
1932  it  was  177 • The  total  number  of  live  births  for  1951  was 
l66.  This  is  still  a low  percentage.  It  was  hoped  to  secure 
immunisation  of  not  less  than  ~\yj0  of  babies  before  their  first 
birthday.  7 children  born  in  1954  were  immunised  by  the  end  of 
the  year . 

During  the  year  7 schools  in  the  district  were  visited  and  45 
children  were  given  a booster  dose  and  }8  were  immunised  for  the 
first  time. 


4 
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Scarlet  Fever . 


One  case  was  notified.  There  were  3 notifications 
"in  1933 . 


Measles . 


There  were  no  notifications.  There  were  30 
notifications  in  1933* 


Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  28  notifications  as  against  22  in  1933. 

po  1 i ornyeli t is  . 


There  were  no  notifications  as  in  1933 . 

Tuberculosis . 

The  following  were  the  notifications  of  new  cases 
received  during  the  year  1- 


(1) 

Mai  e 

- 32 

years . 

Lungs . 

(2) 

Female 

- 28 

years . 

Gland  of  neck. 

(3) 

Mai  e 

- 31 

years . 

Lungs . 

(4) 

Female 

- 31 

years . 

Lungs . 

(3) 

Female 

- 32 

years . 

Lungs . 

(0 ) 

Female 

- 31 

years . 

Lungs . 

(7) 

Female 

- 5 

years . 

Lungs . 

(8) 

Mai  e 

- 60 

years . 

Lungs . 

During  193 2 10  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and 
in  1953  there  were  7 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  2 Won- 
pulmonary.  There  were  2 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


• 3- 


DEATHS  1954  ^ 

Males  Females 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory.  1 1 

Syphilitic  Disease.  „ 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach.  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus.  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast.  _ 2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms.  1 4 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia.  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.  9 10 

Coronary  disease,  angina.  10  3 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  _ 1 

Other  heart  disease  l6  18 

Other  circulatory  disease  2 1 

Influenza  - 1 

pneumonia  - 1 

Bronchitis  2 3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion.  ~ 1 

Cpngenital  malformations  1 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6 3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  1 1 

Suicide  1 

ALL  CAUSES  58  54 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  CaSES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER 
— TRAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS. 


DISEASE 

! 

Under 
Under 
1 yr. 

( 

1 

2 

INS 

" —X 

3 

4 

ES  1 
GE  ( 

5 

LiJ 

TOTlI 

xROUj. 

TO" 

14 

TED 

:'S  - 

13 

24 

1 

25  & 

over 

Total 

all 

ages 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Pneumonia 
puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerehro-spinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Encepho  Lethargies 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Measles  and  German 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Erysipelas 

l 

1 

1 

1 

' 

2' 

4 

12 

3 

23 

1 TOTALS 

I 
! 

2 

4 

► 

7 

13 

3 

| 

1 

i 30 

! 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28837289 
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Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report 
"for  the  Year  19 $4 . 


I nspections  duri ng  the  Year. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

Rood  Preparing  Premises 

Bakehouses 

Pood  Inspection 

Drainage 

Drain  Testing 

Sewerage 

Water  Supply 

Housing  (Complaints) 

Infectious  Disease  & Disinfection 

Nuisances 

Disinfestation 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

Shops  Acts 

Housing  Accommodation 
Building  Control 
Housing  Sites 
Council  House  Repairs 
Camping  Sites 
Hutted  Camps 

Refuse  Collection  & Disposal 
Factories. 

Building  Byelaws 
petrol  Licences 
Miscellaneous 


n 

49 

121 

22 

146 

921 

121 

7 

32 

2 

326 

103 

94 

61 

342 

317 

42 

57 

196 

83 

261 

32 

421 


Ytfork  Done 


by  Owners  after  Informal  hot ices 


Housing  Repairs 
Drainage  Repairs 
Nuisances  abated 


18 

O 

O 

10 


by  Owners  after  Statutory  Notices; - 


Housing  Repairs  ...  ...  3 

Drainage  Repairs  ...  ... 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ... 

Notices  Served 

Informal  Under  Housing  Acts  ...  6 

Informal  under  Public  Health  Acts  . . 28 

Statutory  under  Housing  Acts  ...  3 

Statutory  under  Public  Health  Acts.. 
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HOUSING. 


Dwelling  houses  inspected  under  P.H.  or  Housing  Acts  . . 440 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  0 „ „ „ „ „ . . 4^1 

houses  inspected  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regs  326 


Numb  er 
Numb er 
Numb er 
Number 

Numb er 
Numb  er 


01 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 


inspections  made  for  the  purpose  „ 0 „ 
houses  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health 
houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 

habitation  , 

houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action 
premises  for  which  an  Undertaking  has  been 


received  not  to  re-let  for  human  habitation 


326 

11 

49 

27 

5 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  following  table  shows  the  source  of  supply  to 
the  various  parishes  in  the  Rural  District  and  gives  an 
indication  of  the  total  quantity  of  water  consumed  together 
with  the  Annual  Cost  to  the  Council. 


Parish 

Dame  of 
Supply 

Source 

Type 

Remarks 

Rogiet 

Undy 

Newport 
Corporati on 

W entw  o o d 
Reservoir 

F & Co 

Newport  Corporation  supply  j 
passes  through  Magor  & 

St.  Mellons  mains  and  thence 
to  Chepst ow  R.D.C.  and  is  t 

metered  at  the  boundary 
between  Undy  and  Magor. 

jportslcewett 

I 

| 

Oaldicot 

! 

1 

\ 

} 

i 

\ 

i 

1 

Chepstow 

R.L.C. 

Whit  ernill 
Catchment 
Area 

P & C 

Ch e p s t ow  Water  C o T s 
Purification  plant  is 
situated  at  Whitemill, 

Shi renewton  and  the  supply 
gravitates  to  Mount on  where 
it  is  metered  and  distribute 
either  through  the  Water 
Go’s  mains  or  the  Council Ts  i 
mains . 

j 

Mathern 

| 

Chepst  ow 
Water  Co. 

ditto 

ditto 

See  above 

i 

i 

■Caerwent 

i 

} 

i 

i 

i 

1 

| 

1 

j 

Mon.  C.C. 
Newport  Corp 
Chepstow 
R.D. C. 

ditto 

and 

W entw o o d 
Reservoir 

ditto 

The  Council  supply  their  own; 
houses  whilst  the  remainder  1 
of  the  village  is  supplied  1 
by  the  Mon .C.C.  Five  Lanes  i 
is  supplied  by  Newport  Corpnj 
whilst  part  of  the  Welsh 
Land  Settlement  Estate  at 
Llanvair  is  supplied  by 
Newport  Corpn.  through  an 
Admi r a 1 1 y main. 

I 

jLevauden 

1 

i 

\ 

1 

j 

Chepstow 

R.L.C. 

i 

t 

i 

main  spring 
at  The  Yedw 
Devauden. 

L 

DVT. 

Springs  gravitate  to  a 
Hydraulic  ram  and  are  then 
pumped  to  2 header  tanks 
i before  gravitating  to  supply 
! the  village . 

/ 


10 


Shir enewt  on 

Private 
supply 
volunt- 
arily 
operated 
by  the 
Council 

i 

main  spring 
near 

Mynders  Farm 
Shir enewt on 

1-3 

• 

■ ■ — - —4 

- 

The  spring  gravitates  to  an 
underground  tank  situated  in 
private  grounds  and  is  then 
pumped  hy  diesel  pump  to  a 
header  tank . situated  in 
Shirenewton  Hall  before 
gravitating  to  supply  the 
village.  The  Council  operate 
the  pump. This  supply  will  be 
superseded  by  the  Council's 
new  scheme. 

Llangwm 
Llansoy 
Tint ern 

Small 

private 

springs 

and 

wells 

Kilgwrrwg 

. . 
i 

! 

It  ton 
Estate 
Private 
Supply 

Spring  near 
Cwm  Vagor 
Farm  Devauden 

U.  T . 

Springs  gravitate  to 
hydraulic  ram  and  are  then 
pumped  to  Header  Tank  before 
gravitating  to  supply. 

St.  Arvans 

| 

Chepstow 

R.D.C. 

Springs  at 
[Hill  Farm, 
Pound  and 
in  woods 
near 

!St.  ,fir  vans 

ditto 

1 

Springs  collected  in  11,000 
gallon  tank  at  the  Pound 
gravitating  to  supply  village 
augmented  by  new  10,000 
gallon  reservoir. 

_ . _ . j 

N.B.  "F  & CIT  = Filtered  and  Chlorinated 
"U.  T 11  = Untreat  ed « 


Total  cost  of  water  supplied  1934/5  = £5&13*  8s.  58-. 
Total  cost  of  water  purchased  = £2000.  18s.  2d. 

Total  quantity  purchased  = 72? 385? 000  gallons. 


The  quantity  of  water  was  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year  and  samples  were  taken  regularly  from  the  piped  supplies. 
These  showed  satisfactory  analyses  without  exception  as  follows i 
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Parish 

Samples 

Raw 

Treated 

RE  S I 

Satisfactory 

JLTS 

Unsat i sf ac  t o ry 

hat hern 

7 

- 

7 

7 

- 

Portskewett 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Caldic  ot 

li 

- 

n 

11 

- 

Rogi et 

10 

- 

10 

10 

- 

Undy 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Caerwent 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Five  Lanes 

7 

- 

7 

7 

~ 

Caldic ot 
(British 
Railways 
Supply) 

2 

2 

o 

2 

TOT  AL 

oil 

II 

J 

u 

48 

: 

30 

_ 

Tile  following  tabic  shows  the  population  supplied 
with  water  directly  into  the  house  and  also  by  standpipes 
and  the  total  of  3044  represents  77 °° yjo  of  the  population 
of  the  district o This  compares  with  80*3/3  of  last  year  and 
leaves  22- 9 cfo  to  be  supplied  by  public,  wells,  private  springs 
etc.  This  figure  would  be  considerably  reduced  if  the  Tint ern 
and  Sarlswood  Schemes  were  proceeded  with.  In  actual  fact  the 
only  parishes  who  are  not  now  served  with  a public  supply  are 
Tint ern,  Earlswocd,  Llangwm  and  Llansoy.  These  latter  two 
villages  face  a very  great  problem  and  there  is  no  easy  solution 
to  provide  them  with  a satisfactory  supply.  They  are  both 
extremely  scattered  areas  and  the  majority  of  dwellings  in 
Llangwm  and  Llansoy  are  farms  and  holdings.  The  cost  of 
supplying  such  premises  would  probably  be  prohibitive  in  the 
case  of  Llansoy  although  a large  portion  of  Llangwm  could  be 
supplied  economically  if  only  there  were  some  central  source 
available . 
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Par i sh 

Population 
supplied 
direct 
to  houses 

Total 

in 

Parish 

Numb  er  i 
of 

houses 

Total 
Popn . 
of 

Parish 

Popn . 
supplied 
■by 

stand- 

pipe 

Numb  er 
of 

houses 

Numb  er 
of 

Public 

Wells 

Caerwent 

644 

332 

184 

1162 

- 

— 

3 

Caldicot 

2441 

764 

726 

2373 

132 

38 

- 

Devauden 

322 

184 

149 

371 

- 

- 

10 

Kilgw'rrwg 

52 

21 

76 

- 

- 

- 

Llangwm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Llan.Rogiet 

46 

20 

18 

32 

- 

- 

- 

Mat hern 

768 

233 

219 

832 

24 

7 

- 

Port skew ett 

1139 

334 

334 

1139 

- 

- 

- 

Rogiet 

IO76 

329 

329 

IO76 

- 

- 

- 

St „ Arvans 

323 

194 

101 

629 

36 

10  , 

3 

Sh  irenewt  on 

224 

233 

64 

676 

- 

- 

10 

Tint ern 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Undy 

1 

603 

188 

L 

178 

627 

j 

24 

6 

- 

At  St.  Aryans  a new  10,000  gallon  reservoir  and  380 
yards  of  3"  main  have  been  constructed  in  order  to  augment  the 
present  poor  supply.  The  village  was  formerly  supplied  from 
two  sources.  A tank  known  as  the  Pound  Tank  exists  on  the 
roadside  and  this  has  a capacity  of  about  11,000  gallons. 

It  is  fed  from  a spring  immediately  below  Hill  Farm  to  the 
North  and  fron  a spring  immediately  against  the  tank.  The  tank 
leaked  and  seldom  contained  more  than  l’6n  of  water.  Further 
springs  in  the  small  valley  to  the  west  were  collected  in  a 
Manhole  from  whence  a 2:?  pipe  was  connected  to  the  main  below 
the  Pound  Tank.  During  dry  periods  shortage  was  experienced, 
the  reason  being  lack  of  storage  for  the  latter  series  of  springs 
The  new  storage  tank  has  been  constructed  at  the  highest  level 
possible,  the  3”  cast  iron  main  laid  from  the  Manhole  to  the 
reservoir,  and  a supply  main  laid  from  the  reservoir  to  the 
existing  main.  This  work  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the 
scheme  was  working  satisfactorily. 


The  first  part  of  the  scheme  to  provide  Shir enew ton  and 
Earlswood  with  a public  supply  w as  completed  during  the  year  and 
involved  the  laying  of  1400  yards  of  4:t  diameter  cast  iron  mains, 
4100  yards  of  3"  main,  a 13?000  gallon  capacity  reservoir  and  a 
pumping  station.  Although  the  actual  work  was  completed,  the 
scheme  was  not  operating  owing  to  the  non-delivery  of  electrical 
pumping  equipment.  Apart  from  the  village  of  Shirenewton  which 
receives  a private  piped  supply,  the  area  was  not  provided  with 
water  and  the  private  supply  referred  to  had  strict  limitations. 

The  source  of  the  new  scheme  is  from  a tank  feeding  the  Chepstow 
Water  Company’s  main  at  the  White  Mill  Pumping  Station  after  it 
has  been  treated  in  the  Company’s  Purification  Plant.  The  first 
portion  of  the  scheme  will  serve  90  premises  including  6 farms 
and  the  total  Contract  Price  was  £18,605. 

The  much  needed  scheme  to  provide  Tint era  with  a public 
supply  v/ as  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  during  the  year, 
but  although  approval  in  principle  has  been  given,  the  final 
details  have  yet  to  be  sanctioned.  The  scheme  will  supply  100 
private  dwellings  and  3°  other  premises  and  its  estimated  cost  is 
£14,110.  The  source  of  the  proposed  supply  is  found  in  three  main 
springs  situated  in  the  Fedw  Wood  and  these  will  be  led  to  a 15>000 
gallon  reservoir  and  thence  to  the  village.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
dtart  will  be  made  during  1955* 

The  negotiations  regarding  Kilgwrrwg  Water  Supply  scheme 
which  were  commenced  during  1953  were  completed  and  the  Council 
acquired  the  existing  private  scheme  which  was  owned  by  Itton 
Estate.  This  supplies  10  houses,  11  farms,  2 smallholdings  and 
a school  and  was  purchased  for  £250.  The  water  is  obtained  from 
a spring  which  is  pumped  by  means  of  a Hydraulic  Ram  to  a reservoir 
and  then  gravitates  to  supply.  Although  the  scheme  was  not 
actually  being  taken  over  until  the  1st  January,  1955?  the  persons 
dependent  upon  the  supply  were  completely  without  water  during 
December  and  the  Council  undertook  voluntarily  to  operate  and 
maintain  the  scheme.  Work  was  carried  out  to  the  Hydraulic  Ram, 
supply  pipe  and  reservoir  and  the  supply  was  considerably  improved. 
It  was  also  possible  to  connect  to  the  Devauden  supply  main  so 
that  this  also  eased  the  position  considerably.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  Kilgwrrwg  mains  which  are  2tT  cast  iron  will  require  a 
great  deal  of  repair  or  renewal  within  the  next  few  years. 

The  position  at  Common-y-Coed  remaind  the  same  i.e.  OY/ing 
to  the  insufficiency  of  County  Council  grants,  the  cost  of  £2,613 
was  considered  prohibitive  to  supply  7 houses,  4 farms  and  a 
number  of  field  tanks.  A meeting  was  held  amongst  interested 
parties  with  the  view  to  ascertaining  whether  they  would  contribute 
sufficient  to  enable  the  Council  to  proceed  with  the  scheme.  The 
total  amount  promised  however  was  only  £435  anQ-  consequently  there 
appears  little  hope  of  the  community  receiving  a public  supply. 

At  present  they  rely  solely  upon  rainwater. 
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A proposal  was  considered,  to  supply  a large  portion  of 
Llanvair  Village  from  a spring  situated  on  Grey  Hill,  tut  the 
suggestion  proved  impracticable  on  the  grounds  of  expense  although 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  -water  was  satisfactory.  Llanvair 
is  a village  which  relies  partly  upon  a supply  from  an  idmiralty 
main  taking  water  from  Newport  Corporation,  partly  upon  a Mon. 
County  Council  supply  and  partly  upon  a single  standpipe  supplied 
from  a spring  at  the  head  of  the  village.  The  position  could  be 
considerably  improved  and  the  most  practicable  solution  would 
appear  to  be  an  extension  of  the  Admiralty  supply. 


HOUSING 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  completed 
and  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Parish 

Type 

Completed 

Under 

Construction 

Caldicot 

Hawke si ey 

_ 

120 

Unity 

163 

27 

Undy 

Traditional 

8 

Pair oak 

Traditional 

4 

2 

Caerwent 

Gregory 

- 

42 

Mather n 

Traditional 

- 

10 

Portskewett 

Traditional 

56 

8 

Tint ern 

Traditional 

6 

— 

TOTALS 

209 

217 

The  Council  considered,  the  d.emand  for  houses  at  Shirenewton 
and  it  was  decided  to  go  ahead  with  the  scheme  to  provide  12  houses 
at  Mynyddbach  and  an  additional  pair  adjoining  the  existing  houses 
at  Usk  Road. 


Negotiations  were  completed  during  the  year  with  the 
British  Transport  Commission  for  the  purchase  of  a site  at  Rogiet 
on  which  are  already  constructed  the  roads,  sewers  and  JO  concrete 
bungalows.  This  site  was  secured  for  £3,500,  and  the  Council 
propose  to  demolish  the  bungalows  and  rehouse  the  inhabitants. 
These  dwellings  were  constructed  in  1941  for  railway  workers  at 
Severn  Tunnel  Junstion  who  had.  been  transferred  from  other  depots. 
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The  Council  opposed  their  erection  at  that  time , hut  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  went  ahead  with  their  scheme  presumably  on  the 
grounds  of  urgency  rather  than  desirability.  The  dwellings  have 
been  extremely  damp  since  their  erection  and  their  estimated  life 
of  10  years  has  now  been  outlived. 

A proposal  to  build  bungalows  for  aged  persons  at  Rogiet 
was  considered  and  approved  and  it  is  hoped  that  a start  will  be 
made  in  1955  on  this  project. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  in  addition  to  providing 
for  the  general  housing  needs  of  persons  in  the  district  the 
Council  have  assisted  the  British  Railways,  Forestry  Commission 
and  Admiralty  by  rehousing  a considerable  number  of  their  employee 

Despite  the  large  strides  the  Council  have  made  in  the 
question  of  Housing,  there  were  still  5°7  applicants  on  the 
Council's  Files  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these  227  were  persons 
living  in  apartments  whilst  121  were  from  other  areas  whose  place 
of  employment  was  within  the  area.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that 
32  families  were  rehoused  from  the  various  hutted  camps  in  the 
district  and  this  left  a total  of  6 remaining.  It  is  hoped  to 
clear  these  camps  early  in  1955  and  hand  back  the  land  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing.  The  vacant  huts  have  been  sold  by  auction 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry's  direction  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  sales  to  the  value  of  £419  had  been  realised. 

One  of  the  problems  connected  with  housing  has  been  the 
question  of  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
living  in  substandard  dwellings.  Fortunately  there  are  not  many 
such  cases  but  it  does  seem  that  the  only  satisfactory  method  of 
dealing  with  them  is  that  laid  down  in  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948  - and  forcibly  removing  them  to  a suitable  home.  This 
may  seem  a rather  harsh  method  but  it  would,  no  doubt,  eventually 
prove  beneficial  to  the  persons  concerned. 

The  Council  considered  one  suchcase  during  the  year,  but 
unfortunately  no  positive  action  was  taken.  It  is  appropriate 
to  mention  at  this  point  that  a happy  relationship  exists  between 
the  Officers  of  the  Council  and  those  of  the  National  Assistance 
Board  and  several  cases  of  poor  housing  conditions  have  been 
discovered  as  a result  of  such  cooperation. 

A start  was  made  during  the  year  to  secure  the  demolition 
of  properties  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
repairable  at  reasonable  expense,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  5 
such  premises  had  been  dealt  with.  In  each  case  an  undertaking 
not  to  relet  the  premises  was  accepted  and  the  buildings  in  most 
cases  were  then  used  as  agricultural  stores.  These  buildings 
will  require  periodical  inspection  to  ensure  that  they  do  not 
develop  into  a ruinous  state,  in  which  case  recourse  will  have 
to  be  had  to  Section  58  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  a 
Court  Order  obtained  to  secure  their  demolition. 
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It  is  estimated  that  somewhere  in  the  region  of  60  houses 
in  the  Council’s  area  are  similarly  unfit  and  the  majority 
of  these  are  in  the  Northern  portion  of  the  district  and 
therefore,  very  isolated.  A large  number  of  these  are  ovmer / 
occupied  and  it  'would,  therefore,  be  to  their  benefit  if  they 
were  to  take  advantage  of  the  Improvement  Grants  which  may  be 
obtained.  Fortunately,  the  Council  have  decided  to  operate  the 
scheme  fully  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  4 grants  had  been 
considered  and  approved,  3 of  which  received  the  maximum  JOfe. 
The  problem  of  such  outlying  premises  is  that  although  they  can 
be  structurally  adapted  they  will  find  considerable  difficulty 
in  satisfying  the  twelve  points  enumerated  by  the  Ministry, 
particularly  with  regard  to  water  supply. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  Council  possess  two  refuse  collection  vehicles,  one 
of  which  operates  full  time  and  one  operates  two  days  per  week. 
Most  of  the  district  receives  a weekly  collection,  but  some  of 
the  Northern  parts  receive  a fortnightly  collection. 

During  the  year  an  inquiry  was  held  into  the  proposed 
compulsory  purchase  of  a quarry  at  Portskewett  for  use  as  a 
Refuse  Tip  and  the  Council  were  successful  in  their  application 
for  this.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  quarry  will  provide 
tipping  ground  for  approximately  40  years  and  it  is  ideally 
suited  for  such  a purpose  owing  to  its  isolated  position. 

The  Council  were  alarmed  at  the  high  percentage  of 

dilapidated  dustbins  which  were  in  use  during  the  year  and  they 

decided  to  implement  Section  75  of  the  public  Health  Act,  19 36, 

requiring  the  occupier  to  provide  new  ones.  Although  this  was 
done  on  an  informal  basis  it  had  marked  success  and  the  number 
of  unsatisfactory  bins  was  greatly  reduced.  It  was  decided  to 
take  action  against  the  remainder  who  had  failed  to  comply  with 
the  Council’s  request  and  although  this  had  not  been  commenced 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  proposed  to  implement  the  Act 
during  1955° 


SEWERAGE 

Once  again,  the  insufficiency  of  County  Council  Grant 
aid  has  been  responsible  for  another  of  the  Council’s  schemes 
being  indefinitely  shelved  - this  time  the  Devauden  Sewerage 
Scheme.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  proposal  was  £6,631  and  the 
Ministry  were  agreeable  provisionally  to  giving  £2,300.  In  many 
parts  of  the  Country  the  County  Council  grant  is  equivalent  to 
that  given  by  the  Ministry,  but  in  the  case  of  Devauden  it 
amounted  to  £100.  The  Council  intend  asking  the  Minister  to 
nominate  the  grant  which  the  County  Council  should  give  and  if 
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this  is  satisfactory  the  Council  will  proceed  with  this  much 
needed  scheme. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year 
at  Rogiet  where  the  sewer  is  laid  at  a very  flat  gradient  in 
land  which  is  liable  to  flooding.  This  links  up  with  the 
Caldicot  sewer  before  running  to  its  outfall  on  the  banks  of 
the  Severn.  Owing  to  tidal  difficulties,  the  sewer  often 
becomes  surcharged  and  as  the  number  of  dwellings  at  Rogiet 
has  considerably  increased  since  the  original  sewer  was  laid, 
it  appears  that  it  is  now  becoming  inadequate  and  may  at  some 
future  date  require  enlarging. 

ho  progress  can  be  reported  upon  the  proposal  to  provide 
Undy  with  a sewerage  scheme,  although  this  village,  especially 
when  linked  with  Mag or , in  the  adjoining  rural  district,  forms 
a prospective  community  of  ll6o.  It  would  appear  that  the  time 
is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  Council  should  endeavour  to 
negotiate  a joint  scheme  with  Magor  & St.  Mellons  Council  with 
the  disposal  plant  situated  in  that  district. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


~ f 

During  the  year  the  Rodent  Operative  treated  premises 

as  listed  below  i- 


Month 

Private 

Dwellings 

Business 

Premises 

S ew  er  s 

Local 

Authorities 

Premises 

Jan. 

43 

6l 

- 

2 

Feb . 

39 

57 

- 

2 

March 

32 

35 

- 

2 

Apr  i 1 

46 

30 

- 

2 

May 

47 

42 

- 

2 

June 

33 

44 

10  M . H T s 

2 

July 

6i 

41 

- 

2 

August 

49 

23 

- 

2 

Sept . 

64 

23 

- 

2 

Oct . 

67 

13 

- 

2 

21  ov . 

71 

17 

- 

2 

Dec  . 

46 

47 

L ...  

10  M.HTs 

! 

u~— ■■■■  ■■  ...  - — — 

2 

! 

01  the  above  premises  404  were  farms  and  80  were  reported 
to  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  as  being  infested. 
Contracts  were  secured  by  them  in  respect  of  28. 

A meeting  was  held  with  members  of  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  and  the  kinistry  of  Agriculture  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  greater  cooperation  between  the  County  pests 
Department  and  Local  Authorities  in  Lionmouthshir e . It  was 
generally  agreed  that  extremely  good  relations  exist  between 
this  authority  and  the  Tests  Department  and  the  system  of 
inspection  and  reporting  of  farms  works  very  well  indeed. 
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FOOL 


The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  number 
and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  district  and  the  inspections 
made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  the 
handling  and  preparation  of  food  - 


j 

jrr  emises 

Lumber 

Inspections 

Dairies 

2 

8 

Bakehouses 

3 

6 

But  cher  s Fr  emi s e s 

7 

29 

Fish  & Fruit  Premises 

4 

9 

Fr i e d Fi  sh  Sh ops 

2 

: 

11 

Food  Vehicles  & Meat  in  Transit  4 

7 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

C^\ 

i — ! 

32 

Pr ovi sion  Shops 

t 2 e 

f 

96 

Restaurants  & Kitchens 

ff 

i °N 

i 

! 

i 

43 

242  tins  of  food  stuffs  were  examined  and  found  unfit 
and  the  tins  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  at  Caldicot. 
The  following  table  shows  the  meat  inspected  and  condemned  :~ 


j 

Calves 

Lambs 

figs 

Inspected 

3 

y 

309 

14 

Condemned 



/ lambs 

livers  due 
to  Cirrhosis 

- 

Following  ujjon  the  ministry  of  Food’s  directive  in 
February,  the  Council  held  discussions  with  local  butchers  and 
a slaughterhouse  was  opened  at  Caldicot  when  meat  became 
derationed. 
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It  was  used  only  for  the  smaller  animals  and  consequently  ^ 

very  little  meat  had  to  he  condemned  as  unfit.  Although  the 
district  comprises  13  parishes,  all  the  butchers  are  centered 
at  Caldicot  and  only  one  at  Tint ern  is  outside  this  group. 

This  butcher  purchases  his  meat  71  off  the  hoof11  at  Chepstow 
and  does  not  require  slaughtering  facilities,  but  the  remaining 
4 at  Caldicot  serve  practically  the  whole  of  the  rural  district 
by  delivery.  At  present,  cattle  are  slaughtered  at  Newport  in 
unsatisfactory  conditions  and  delay  is  experienced  in  delivery 
to  the  Shops  at  Caldicot. 

The  Council’s  duty  regarding  the  provision  of 
slaughtering  facilities  in  the  district  is  contained  in  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  19 54,  and  in  view  of  the  present  inadequate 
arrangements,  the  Council  may  consider  it  fit  in  the  near  future 
to  provide  the  necessary  facilities.  In  the  meantime,  however,  it  < 
was  decided  to  await  the  ministry  Proposals  for  the  siting  of  new  Publ 
AbbatuCQisJiiie  Council  took  action  successfully  against  3 defendants 
for  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 

1938,  Public  Health  (meat)  Regulations,  1924,  and  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1933;  for  slaughtering  animals  without  stunning 
in  an  unlicensed  slaughterhouse.  They  were  fined  a total  of  £30. 

The  standard  of  food  preparing  premises  was  again 
satisfactory  throughout  the  district  and  it  was  not  necessary 
to  serve  any  Formal  Notices. 


F C 'TORIES  ACT,  1937  . 

There  were  39  factories  within  the  district  and  there 
were  no  complaints  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector. 
Inspections  were  carried  out  as  follows 


1 Dumb  er  on 

ifrilfc  en 

Occupi ers 

premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3^4  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

14 

32 

— 

2.  Factories  not 

included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority . 

25 

51 

3.  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority- ( excluding 
0 u tw orders  pr emi s e s ) . 

1 

1 

- 

| TOTAL 

39 

83 

P 

r . ^ 

i — . 
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r 

Numb  e 

r of  cases 

in  which 

defects 

Numb  er 

were 

- 

Referred 

of  cases 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

by  H.L. 

in  which 

I 

Inspect  or 

Inspector 

prose- 
cutions 
w er  e 
instit- 
uted . 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

q 

J 

o 

3 

temperature 

Inadequate  e 

vent iiati on 

Ineffective  drainage 

1 

1 

of  floors. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

2 

2 

defective 

(c)  Wot  separate 

ic  or  s exe  s . 

i 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork ) . 

t 

i 

•'•'3 

TOTaL 

j 6 

j 

6 

. , 
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